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S MA R G E, K. 


S the part aſſigned to me in the ſolemn ſervice of 

this day, is to give a word of exhortation to vou, 

my worthy brother, who have now been publ': ly ſer a 
part to the paſtoral office, I would, with all due ro{pect, 
offer to your ſerious and candid attention, a few thou ohts 
ſrom that portion of the divine word which you may find, 


II Epiſt. Tim. iv. ch. 5. v. MAKE FULL PROOF 
OF THY MINISTRY. 


The whole verſe reads thus, But watch thou in all 
things; endure affliction; do the work of an evangeli/t 
— make full preof of thy miniſtry. And here many 
uſeſul particulars are ſuggeſted, but my time will 
not permit me to enlarge upon them; I ſha!! confine 
myſelf, therefore, to the laſt clauſe—Ma4e ful! proof of 
thy miniſtry. 

The apoſtle introduces this part of his epiſtle to 
Timothy with great ſolemnity of expreſſion, which you 
may conſider, my brother, as addreſſed to you, ver. 1. 
I charge thee before God, and the Lord Feſus Chrift, who 
ſhall judge the quick and the dead, at his appearing, and 
his kingdom, —He then goes on to enumerate ſeveral 
particulars of his duty, intermixing proper reaſons and 


motives as he goes along. In the clauſe I have particu- 
A 2 : larized 


* 
larized he ſums up the whole—Make full proof of thy 


mnt TY. 
Let us conſider here, 


I. What is implied in this expreſſion, both as to the 
matter and manner of the duty ; 


II. Some of the many motives you have to engage 
your attention to 1t. 


J. Let us conſider briefly what is implied in this ex- 
preſſion—Make full proof of thy miniſtry both as to the 
matter and manner of the duty. 

The word (Tago@ogw) here uſed, you know, properly 
ſignifies to complete, confirm, eſtabliſh, or literally, to 
bring any matter to its fullneſs. It is, therefore, as much 
as if the apoſtle had ſaid. Jully accompliſh thy mimiſtry. 
And though this is applied to Timothy as an evang eliſt, 
which was an extraordinary office, next to that of the 
apoſtleſhip, yet it is applicable to the ordinary miniſters 

of the word, as included in the other, and, therefore, 
applicable to you, my good brother, whom, for that 
reafon, I may very properly exhort and intreat to make 
Full proof of that miniſtry, which you have now fo ſo- 
lemnly taken upon you. — Which muſt imply, 

_ 1ſt. That you diligently altend to, and execute every 
part of the miniſterial duty; and that jo as may be moſt 
akely lo anfeoer the end of its inſtitution. 

(1.) It is a part of your minifterial duty to lead the 
public worſhip of God, in prayer and praiſt; or offer up 
io God, in the name and behalf of the people, their 
tupphcations, conleſſions, thankſgivings. And here, 
if you would make ſull proof of your miniſtry, you will 
be concerned to do this with all poſſible ſeriouſneſs, and 

reverence 


3 

reverence of the Divine Majeſty; the deepeſt humility 
beſore him; and earneſt ſolicitude for his gracious ac- 
ceptance; and, thereſore, with ſuch ſentiments, in ſuch 
language, and manner of addreſs, as may molt effettu- 
ally engage the attention of your fellow-worſhippers, 
and draw out their devoteſt affettions, their deſire and 
hope, their faith and love towards God, to lively exer- 
ciſe ; that they, with you, may worſhip God in ſhirit 
and in truth; and not as too many do, make theſe 
ſerious and important duties a matter of mere amuſe- 
ment. 

(2.) You are to preach the word, and be inſlant in ſca- 

on and out of ſeaſon, (ver. 2.) That is, be ready to em- 

brace every proper opportunity, and be conſtant and un- 
wearied in it. But remember, Sir, it is of the utmoſt 
conſequence, that ui be THE WORD whuch you preach, 
the pure unadulterated goſpel of Chriſt, as you find it 
in your bible, and not the inventions of men, and the 
mere noſtrums of a party. 

The apoſtle favs much on this head in this epiſtle, and 
elſe where. For even then there were ſome who could 
not endure ſound defttrine, i. e. ſuch experimental, prac- 
tical truths as tended to promote the health of the foul, 
and nouriſh it up inthe ſear and love of God, and the 
genuine principles of true evangelical piety and virtue. 
For this is what the apollte means by /ound doftrine, as 

appears from the context, and not thoſe refined ſpecu- 
lations, and ſpecious perverſions of the ſimplicity of the 
goſpel, which they, who affected to be wiſe above what 
is written, had introduced into their preachments, and 
which their hearers were ſo fond of, that they endeavour- 
ed to heap up to themſelves teachers, ſo well adapted to gra- 
tily their ite ears, their eager deſire after theſe foul 

deluding novelties, 
(3) 1 
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(3.) I would not wiſh you to bring controverſy inte 
the pulpit any farther than what is ahHolutely neceſſary ; 
yet it is a part of your duty to contexd earneſtly for the 

faith ; not by uſing any external violence, or calling 
in the aid of the civil magiſtrate, but by Holding. faſt the 
faithful word, and by ſound dofrine, in meekneſs, in- 
Aructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; that you may have 
a witneſs in their conſciences of the power of the truth. 
Be as clear and ſcriptural as poſſible in the Rating 
your own notions; as calm and candid in defending 
them, making the moſt charitable allowances in favour 
of thoſe who differ ſrom you. You have a right to 
rea/on, but none to revile may abound in arguments, 
but ſhould be Haring in your cenſures Furious and 
uncharitable contentions, and the rage of ignorant bi- 
goiry, are intirely inconſiſtent with the genuine ſpirit 
of the goſpel, and can never really ſerve the intereſt 
of truth. 1 wiſh you, my dear brother, to be ever a 
ſtranger to this ſpirit, and that you may be ſolicitous 4 
now nothing, comparatively, /ave Jeſus Chriſt and him 
crucified, preaching repentance towards God, and faith 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, charging them that believe to 
maintain good works; keeping as cloſely as poſſible to ( 
the apoſtolic models in all your public diſcourſes. To \ 
this end it will be neceſſary to give yourſelf to the read- 
ing and ſtudy of the ſacred books, with a ſerious endea- 
vour to know their true meaning. And to this pur- 
poſe it will be neceſſary to diveſt yourſelf, as much as 
poſhble, ofall preconceived opinions; and not todepend 
too implicitly on commentators ; but to ſee and judge for 
yourſelf, diligently comparing ſcripture with ſcripture, 
attending to the drift of the argument, as it appears 
in the context, humbly and earneflly imploring the 
guidance of that gracious ſpirit whoſe dictates they are. 


And 
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And take heed of ſatisfying yourſelf with firſt appear- 
ances, and ſuperficial enquiries after truth.— The well 
1s deep, and there is no getting at her living waters, 
without great pains and labour. We muſt /earch for 
her as for hidden treaſure. And here one general hint 
which I would give you may be of ſome uſe in aſſiſt- 
ing you to judge of the /oundne/s of any dotirine, that 
may come into conſideration at any time. It is this 
— Such doArines, on the one hand, as tend to lead 
men to make light of Chriſt, and his glorious mediation, 
facrifice, and righteouſneſs, or of the neceſſity of the 
influences of his. gracious ſpirit, and to flatter them 
in high, conceits of their own wiſdom, power, and 
goodneſs, ſuch doctrines can never be the /ound doc- 
trines of the goſpel, becauſe nothing is more evident, 
than that it is the main deſign of the goſpel, to point 
out the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as made of Ged unto us, 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſandification, and redempiton ; 
redeeming us to. God by his blood; and 815 vital /pirit 
as freeing us from the law of fin and death, and reſtor- 
ing us to his likeneſs, On the other hand, ſuch doc- 
trines as teach men to make light of fin, of repentance 
and holineſs—that exalt privileges in oppoſition to du- 
ties; ſet the law and the goſpel at variance, and that tend 
to ſeed and gratify a ſour, malevolent, bigotted, unchari- 
table ſpirit, and create unbrotherly diſſentions amongſt 
ſerious Chriſtians.--Such doctrines can never be from 
the God of holineſs, peace and love, nor tend in the 
leaſt to nouriſh the ſoul in the real power and comfort - 
of the divine liſe. If you would feed the flock of Chriſt 
it muſt be with the wholeſome paſturage of his own 
pure goſpel. Remember, my brother, Jeſus is the life 
and ſoul of all true religion and righteouſneſs, it is 
your buſineſs. as HIS miniſter, to hold him up to the 
view 
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view of your hearers as ſuch, and to diſplay his dine 

excellencies and the unſearthable riches of is grace; 

To endeavour to convince ſinſul men of their "need of | 
him as a Saviour, and to perſwade them to commit 

the keeping of their ſouls to him, expecting the favour 

of God, juſtification, and eternal life through him; at 

the ſame time reminding them, that however confident 

their truſt may be in Chriſt; yet if they {ive after the 

fleſh they ſhall die. Preach, therefore, the law as well 

as the goſpel. —The law as the means of convincing men 


of ſin, and of their want of ſuch a Saviour as Chriſt is; 
and as a rule of life to the believer, not on any account 
to be diſpenſed with.—Preach the abſolute neceſſity 
of that great ſpiritual and moral change which our 
Lord calls being born again, and the neceſſity of the 
gracious power of the divine ſpirit to effett it. Preach 
the great and precious promiſes of the bible, and open / 
their ſacred contents for the comfort of the afflicted 
ſoul, and as the means of animating all to Perfect holi- 5 
neſs in the fear of God, and live more and more obedi- 
ent to his will in the comfortable and patient, yet ear- 
neſt longing aſter the full * of eternal life and 
glory. 

And while you thus elle to preach Chriſt, and 
him crucified, do it with all poſſible ſeriouſneſs, life, 
and power. Let your hearers ſee that you are in earn- 
eſt, and that you do, indeed, believe the infinite i im- 
portance of the truths you woos to them, > UA have | 
really felt their power. 

Let your diſcourſes be ſtudied ; but affett not ot by any | 
means to appear learned, or floridly eloquent, to gra- 
tify a falſe and trifling taſte. But while your matter is 
purely evangelical, let your ſtile and language be clear, 
lively, exprefſive—adapted' to inform the Judgment; 
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pierce and alarm the conſcience; warm and amend the 


heart. In a word, endeavour, by thoſe awſul and de- 
lightſul views of things which the goſpel of Chriſt af- 
lords, to perſarade men, to fotſake . their evil ways and 
turn unto the Lord, ſeeking for honour and glory, and 
eternal life, through faith in Chriſt, and obedience to 
his goſpel; giving to ſaints and ſinners, the ſtrong and 
the weak, their proper portions, rightly dividing the word 
of truth—Thus you will ſhew yourſelf a workman that 
needs not to be aſhamed, and indeed make full proof of your 
munitry. | | 

(3-) Another part of vour work is to adminiſler the 
ordinances of Chriſt, baptiſm and the ſupper of communion. 
The one denoting our dying unto fin, and living unto 
rzghteouſneſs; the other our vital union with Chriſt, 
and conſtant dependance upon him, and the virtue of 
his death, Let the nature and deſign of theſe inſtitu- 
tions be frequently explained to all, and particularlv to 
thoſe who make uſe of them, that they may know what 


they do, and make a rational and pious uſe of them. 


And let your adminiſtrations here be accompanied with 


a truly devout diſpoſition of mind in yourſelf, and with 


a ſolemnity of manner becoming the majeſty of our 
holy religion; and all according to the directions Chriſt 
and his apoſtles have given us, and yet endeavouring 
to lead the minds of the people beyond the ordinances 
themſelves, to the moral and ſpiritual ends of their 
inſtitution, | 

(J.) It pertains alſo to your office, my dear Sir, to 


watch for ſouls as tie apoſtle expreſſeth it: that is to 


watch over the ſpiritual and eternal intereſts of mankind 
in general, as far as your influence extends; but eſpe- 
cially and particularly over theirs, who are more imme- 


diately committed to your charge. 
This 
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This is no ſmall part of your work nor the leaſt dif- 
ficult. - And here o male full proof of your munflry, 
it will be neceſſary for vou to obſerve what effect your 
public miniſtry has upon thoſe who attend it Watch- 
ing narrowly to ſce if there be any, either awakened 
or ſtumbled, comforted or diſcouraged by it, that you 
may, by private converſation, afſift their enquiries, re- 
move their difficulties, and encourage them in the 
ways of God and their ſalvation. It will be necellary 


alſv that you ſhould, as opportunity ſerves, and the 


caſe requires, viſit your flock in order io obſerve the 
ſtate of their ſpiritual intereſts, and how they ſtand al- 
ſected towards their Redeemer, whether improving or 
declining in the ſpirrual liſe; and giving them ſuch in- 
ſtructions and admonitions as the caſe requires. The ſick 
and afflicted will require your very particular and com- 
paſſionate regards, praving with them as well as for 
them, at Jeaſt when deſired; opening to them the gra- 
cious promiſes and inſtructions of the divine word. At 
ſuch times the mind is uſually more convinced of the 
vanity of all worldly enjoyments, the need of divine 
grace, and the infinitely ſuperior worth of its conſola- 
tions, and therefore, much good, through the divine 
bleſſing, may be done to their beſt interells. 

Under this head of &arching over the flock of Chriſt, 


will come the adminiſtration of church diſcipline; or 


putting in execution the laws of Chriſt for its more per- 


fect purity and edification, which implies your being 


well acquainted with the conduct and behaviour of its 


ſeveral members, both in the church, and in the world, 
that they may be exhorted, reproved, warned, encour- 
aged, or cenſured and ſeparated ſrom the church, as 
the caſe requires. And here a great deal of care and 
cautiou, and the utmoſt impartiality, reſolution, and 


tenderneſs 


4 


2 T2 


4 


Fa 


1 1 


tenderneſs are neceſſary But here I need not enlarge, 
as you will have the wiſdom and experience of your 
worthy and venerable colleague to aſſiſt you, am ma- 
nage with vou, and ſor you. 

2. To make full proof of your mmnijlry, is to make the 
purity and ſfirituality of your character ful'y appear to 
4%. Or, as the apolile expreſſech it, to be an enjample 
lo the flock, and have a good report of thoſe who are 
without, Endeavour, my brother, to live what you 
preach, and be a truly burning and ſhining light in the 
world. Much depends cn this, both as to the credit 
of religion, and the ſuccels of your miniſtry. An im- 
moral, or grol{sly imprudent miniſter, is a ſcandal to 
the Chriſtian name ; docs infinite prejudice to the cauſe 
he pretends to plead, grieves the truly pious, flum- 
bles the weak, and hardens the wicked: ſo that while 
he proſeſſes himſelf the ſervant of Chriſt, hs is in rea- 
Iity the ſlave of Satan, and a promoter of his infernal 
deſigns againſt the happineſs of mankind, and the glory 
of God. I am, indeed, fully perlwaded we may ex- 
pett better things of you, my good brother; but it 
may be of ſervice for the beſt of miniſters often to re- 
fle& upon the ſpiritual and holy nature of their charac- 
ter and oflice, and how much depends upon the pro- 
pricty of their behaviour. Watch theretore narrowly 
over your own heart, and all its propenſities; and 
againſt every temptation to an inconlitlent conduct, for 
you are not only, not out of the reach of temptation, 
but in ſome relpetts are more abundantly expoſed to 
it; watch therefore, with all diligence, Jeil you fall by 
it into ſin, Remember you have allume a character 
that implies pecuhar nearneſs to God, and ſeparation 
from the world Vou are a {piritual man, devoted to the 
ſervice of the great Redeemer, and the promotion ot 
his ſpiritual kingdom of grace and holineſs, and to 


B 2 ip: cud 


— — 


1 
| 
| 
| 
9 


L983 


ſpread the ſavour of his name, not only by your doctrine 
but your example; ſo that you may be able to refer 
all about you to your own conduct, and with the apol- 
tle ſay - Bee followers of me as I am of Chriſt. Endea- 
vour, theretoce, my brother, to keep theſe things al- 
ways in mind, that you may appear every where in 
character, and be, what you have this day fo ſolemn- 
Iy profeſſed to be, not by any of thoſe affected ſingulari- 
ties, that ſuperſtitious preciſeneſs, or thoſe ſpecious airs 
ol ſanclity which fo often diſtinguiſh the mere pretenders 
to religion; but by that purity and uprightneſs, humi- 
lity, and univerſal benevolence, that fear of God, love 
to Chriſt, and univerſal regard to the duties of piety 
and righteouſneſs which the goſpe] teaches ; and which 
when it appears to flow from an heart really touched 
with its grace, ſeldom fails of inſpiring even the pro- 
plane and vicious with reſpett and veneration. But, 
3. In order to your making ful} proof of your mi- 
niſtry, 1t will be neceſſary al/o, that you ſhould do all 


from the heart, voluntarily, and of good-will, So the 


apoſtle, when ſpeaking of the paſtoral office—Tahzing, 
ſays he, the overſight thereof WILLINGLY ; not for fil. 
thy lucre's-jake, but of a READY MIND, 

They who engage in the miniſtry of the goſpel con- 
ſtrained by worldly and ſiniſter motives, will have no- 


thing elſe in view in the proſecution of it, but the 


gratification of their ruling paſſion, and conſequently 
will perform the work of the Lord negligently, and as 
a mere talk, in which the heart has no ſhare. But I 
truſt that you my friend, have been moved to this great 
buſineſs from nobler principles, and that it is the real 
choice of vour whole heart, out of love to Chriſt, and 
the everlaſting welfare of immortal ſouls; and that 
you will carry your heart into every part of your duty, 

* and 


N 


and do what you do heartily as unto the Lord; with a real 
and ardent deſire of promoting the intereſt of pure and 
evangelical religion and virtue ; and really make the 
miniſtry your main and principal ſtudy; your hn. 
and not your mere amuſement. Other fludies may, and 
in their place /tould be attended to, but they ſhould be 
ſuch as have a real connexion with, and may aflift you 
in the better performance of your miniſterial work, and 
ſubſerve its deſign. And all this withunwearied conſtancy 
and perſeverance, in the face of all diſcouragements. 
The miniſterial character is too ſacred to be taken up 
and laid down at pleaſure, juſt as it may, or may not, 
ſerve any bye or carnal ends. Be paticnt, therefore, 
my brother, under the temptations and difficulties you 
may meet with in your work remember the charge is— 
Be thou faithful unto death. Often look back upon the 
ſolemnities of this day, the ſacred nature of the obliga- 
tions yon are under, and the vows you have implicitly 
made, of devotion to the will and ſervice of God, as a 
means of enforcing your regard to that charge; that you 
may hold on unto the end of your courſe of duty, and 
make indeed full proof of your miniſtry. But, 

4. In order to anſwer to the apoſtle's exhortation in 
our text, you will, Sir, give me leave to obſerve, that 
all ſiould be done with the moſt humble and mntire depen- 
dance on the divine grace. Without me, ſays Chriſt, ye 
can do nothing. We are none of us ſufficient of our- 
ſelves for the great duties and trials of the miniſterial 
office. Our truſt, therefore, muſt be in the Lord our 
God, and the gracious ſupplies of his Spirit. The 


. greateſt natural powers of genius, the greateſt literary 


accompliſhments, yea, even the greateſt meaſure of 
ſpiritual giſts and graces are nothing in themſelves, 
though exerted to the utmoſt, without the power and 
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bleſſing of God accompanying them. We want direc- 
yon in the choice of proper ſubjetts, aſſiſtance in the 
ſludy of them, that we may chooſe and think to the 


purpoſe ; and when we come to deliver our thoughts, | 


though clothed in the moſt acceptable words, and ut- 
tered in the moſt lively and powerſul manner, unleſs 
they are accompanied with a divine energy, and carried 
to the heart with the demonitration of the vital Spirit 
of Chriſt, all will be as ineflettual as a tale that is told to 
the moſt careleſs hearer.— A Paul may plant, an Apollos 
water, but God grveth the creaſe. 

Underiake then, my good brother, every part of your 
work with the deepeſt ſenſe of your own inſulliciency, 
and with a conſlaut eye to that gracious alliſtance, which 
is promiſed to ſuch as ſeek it. Be, therefore, conſtant 
and fervent in prayer, and the private exerciſes of evan- 
gel:cal devotion, as well as public.—Study the ſcrip— 
tures, not merely as the ſubzett of your public diſ- 
courſes, but as divine food for your own. ſoul, and the 
ſupport of your ſpiritual liſe. In a word, let commu— 
nion with God be your daily entertainment, and faith 
in his promiſes your daily exerciſe; this is the way 
to wake that proof of your miniſtry, which will be 
moſt comlortable to yourſelf, and uſeful to others. 

5. Tothis end too it will be neceſſary, that you con- 


ftantly endeavour do do all with a jingle eye to the glory of 


God, and to krep fe intirely out of fight. 

Self-love is, indeed, a natural principle, and ought 
to have its due ſhare of influence. But it is like all our 
other natural principles, ſadly corrupted by fin that 
dwells in us, and, if ſuffered, would lead us to ſeek our 
own honor and gratification in the fat place. The 
firſt lellon, therefore, which, as Chriſtians, we are 
taught 1s—deny thy/ei/— Endeavour then by all means, 
my 
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my worthy friend, to keep down this vitiated inordinate 


ſelt-love, and check its firſt appearances in every form 


—ſeek not your own things; but the things of C ili, 
and his kingdom and glory. To take upon us and pro- 
ſecute the work of the chriſtian minifiry for ſelſiſh ends 
— The gratification of our vanity, and love of applanſe, 
or a thirſt for dominion, or the poſſeſſions of filthy lucre, 
ie no better than an infernal proſtitution of the facred 
character. I cannot ſo much as {ufpett the poſſibility 
ol any thing like this in your cafe, my worthy brother. 


But, in ſome ſhape or other, this zdel, /-/7-love, is ready 


to impoſe upon the beſt hearts, without the greateſt 
care and watchfulneſs. Be, thereſore, my friend, much 
upon your guard here; look narrowly into the ſprings 
and firſt movements of your heart; keep the glory of 
God, and the ſpiritual and eternal welfare of mankind 
conllantly in view, and dirett the whole and every 
part of your miniſtry to this end, and leave it to a wiſe 


and gracious providence to ſecure your happinels, and 


it ſhall be ſecure. And thus you will make ul proof of 


your miniſiry indeed. But here, 


II. Let me, as I propoſed, ſuggeſt a few things by way 
of motive to this full and complete regard to your duty. 

1ſt. You may conſider, for your comfort, that your 
office is one of the moſt honourable and important that men 
can be called to, in this world, He that defereth the office 
of a biſhop, ſays the apoſtle, dee A GOOD WORK. 
Such an office, in the apoſtolic idea of it, you have 


now taken upon you.—You are, though in a lower 


ſenſe than the apoſtles were, an ambaſſador for Chrijl — 


an angel, or ſpecial meſſenger to his church. Enmruſted 
with an high and moſt important commiſſion from him. 
Jo be employed in any ſervice under the commiſſion 


and 
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and authority of a temporal prince, is eſteemed honour- 
able amongſt men; eſpecially if it be the great buſineſs 
of the ſtate, or, to treat with other ruling powers, about 
the peace and welfare of kingdoms ; but you are em- 


ployed., by commiſſion ſrom the KING OF KINGS, in 


the infinitely more important buſineſs of reconciling 


rebellious creatures to himſelf; and treating with them 
about points of the higheſt concernment to /e honor 


and their eternal life and ſalvation. —You are entruſted 
with the preaching of the everlaſting goſptl, and thoſe 
great truths that lie at the ſoundation of that kingdom 
of grace and glory, which Jeſus came into our world, 
and died upon a croſs to eſtabliſh. You are called to 
take the charge of a part of that church which he hath 
purchaſed with his blood, and (if faithful) are held as a 
far in the right hand of God, to diffuſe the light of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs through a dark and benighted 
world, and lead men from the dangers of everlaſting 
perdition to the world of everlaſting bliſs and glory. 
And ſurely this, this muſt be the greateſt dignity, the 
higheſt honour that can be put on mortal man. Anda 
ſerious view of it may tend to awaken in your breaſt the 
moſt pleaſing ſenſations, and fire it with the moſt 

zealous concern to make full progf of ſuch a maniſtry. 
But let it be ever remembered, my brother, this ho- 
nour, cannot be really enjoyed, or felt as a molive in this 
caſe but by an 1UMBLE MIND—a mind deeply aſſected 
with its own unworthineſs, and abſolute dependance 
on the good pleaſure of God, and its obligations to his 
grace. That falſe pride which is the offspring of vici- 
ous ſelf-love, robs us of the very power of enjoyment 
of this ſpiritual honor, and conſequently of the power 
of feeling it as a motive to our diligence.—Let us re- 
member then, that as we receive this honor, not of de- 
ſert 
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ſert in us, but of the mere grace of God, ſo it is be- 
flowed upon us for the purpoſes of Ai gloxy not our 
0wWn, but as ours reſults from the advancement of /:5— 
We are but inſtruments in his hand; it is an honour, 
indeed, to be ſo, but an honour we muſt not be proud 
of, though we may rejorce in it. 

2. Remember ſor your farther encouragement, that 
Chrift has promiſed his gracious preſence and alliance i 2 
your work, 

The work you have undertaken is confeſledly ex- 
ceeding great, and at beſt, attended with many difh- 
culties and diſcouragements, and exerciſes of patience— 
I will not caſt a dap on the pleaſures of this day by an 
enumeration of them here. —The greateſt and beſt oi men 
may well ſay, Who ts ſufficient for theſe things : but we 
may all ſay, Our ſufficiency is of God, and that we can 
do all things through Chriſt flrengthening us, He never 
calls his ſervants to any work, but he in ſome good 
degree fits them for it, and affords them grace to enable 
them to go through it, and bear them up under all the 
afflictions that attend it. Lo! Says he, 1 am with you 
always I will never leave thee nor jor fake thee, — Fear 
not I will keep thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the Tight 
hand of my righteouſneſs. Whatever your temptations, 
diſcouragements, and afflictions, may be; howeverheavy 
and laſting, your God ſees and compaſſionates your 
cale, and though he may ſee fit to continue the diftreſs 
—you will find that ig grace is /ufficrent for you, if you 
do indeed, humbly and dutifully truſt it. He is moſt 
aſſuredly a preſent help in every time of need. What 
glorious motives are theſe to diligence and patience in 
His work!. How animating is it to think, that we are 
not only engaged in the beſt and nobleſt ſervice, buf 


that we ſerve the belt of maſters, who kindly notices 
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our labours of- love, with a view to aſſiſt us in them! 
To think that we have our gracious and Almighty God 
and Redeemer with us to help us in every difficulty, 
and ſupport and comfort us under every afflitting diſ- 
couragement |! 

When, therefore, my brother, you find your diſ- 
couragements increaſe, your endeavours grow languid, 
and you are ready to taint in your mind Look to Je- 
{us—-cal! to mind the many gracious aſſurances he has 
given you of his care over you, and readineſs to aſſiſt 
you, and carry you through them all, however afthc- 
tive and alarming, and there reſt your foul: he is faith- 
ful and cannot poſſibly diſappoint the hope that is duti- 
fully exerciſed on his promiſes. And when, as I 
doubt not you often will, you attually experience and 
enjoy this gracious preſence and help of God, how de- 
I;ghtful will your work be! When he liſts up the light 
of his countenance upon you, enlightens, cheers and 
enlarges your heart, warms your devout affettions, leads 
you to the wells of ſalvation, and enables you to drink 
deep into their living waters, with what pleaſure will 
you go on in your work! How will you even triumph 
over all the difcouragements you meet with in it, and 
thus make ſtill Zulfer proof of your minijtry ! | 

4. The conſciouſneſs of the being enabled by the grace 
of God, to make FULL proof of your miniſtry, will be a 
fource of continual pleaſure to you. A good conſcience 
is our beſt friend, next to our God. Eſpecially under 
diſcouragements and afflictions ariſing from the unjuſt 
cenſures of men. So Fob found it under his complicat- 
ed trials. And the apoſtle mentions it in the ſame view, 


where he ſays— For our Tyouang ts this, The tefttmeny- 


of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not 
with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we have had 
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our conderſation in the world. And with what conſola- 
tion and delight does the pfalmilt mention this circum- 
ſtance { have preached rig ſneouſneſs in the great 
Congregaiion; lo, I have not refrained my lis, O Lord, 
thou knowefl. I have not hid thy righteouſneſs within my 
heart; I have declared thy faithfulne/s, and ty ſalvation : 
I have not concealed thy loving kindneſs from the great 
congrega/ton,—And thus emboldened he pleads, wihold 
not thy tender mercies from me, © Lord, le thy louing- 
kindneſs and ihy truth preſerve me. 

And with the like pleaſure and humble triumph in 
the grace of God, the apoſtle addreſſes the Elders of the 


church at Epheſus—Ye 4&now, ſays he, After what man- 


ner I have been with you at all Jeaſons, ſerving the Lord 
with all humility of mind, and with many fears and temp- 
taltons ; and how I kept back nothing that was profitable 
to you; leflifying repentance lowards God, and faith to- 
wards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and have not counted my 
Jie dear to me that I might finiſh my courſe uit joy. 
Conſider thefe things, and you will find there is no 
imall conſolation in the real poſſeſſion of ſuch a tem- 
per, and the inward witneſs of ſuch a conduct, and 
conſequently no ſmall motive to your thus maing full 
proof of your miniſtry, according to theie patterns. 

4. As another motive, h, my brother, often, 
think, on the certainty and ſolemnity of that account which 
you muſt give unto God at laſt. He that has called you 
to be a ſleuard of is myſteries, will call you to grove ar. 


account of your /lewardſſip e'er long. And the more ta- 


lents he has committed to your care and improvement, 
the larger will that acccount be. Your truſt is great and 
important; much of the glory of God, the immortal in- 
tereſts of mankind, and the travail of the Redeemer's ſoul 
is concerned in it. If any one ſoul ſhould periſh ever- 


laſtingly through the means of your wilfu! nage and 
C 2 carelaſſneſs 
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careleſſneſs, you muſt anſwer for it at the tribunal of 
the Judge of the quick and the dead. It is a moſt awful 
and affecting charge which is given to the prophet 
Ezchiel ; and which is, in the main, applicable to every 
miniſter of the goſpel, that has the care of ſouls eſpeci— 
ally—Thou, O Jon of man, have I ſet a watchman to 
the houſe of 1ſracl : therefore, thou ſhalt hear the word at 
my mouth, and warn them from me. Hen I jay unto 
the wicked, O wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die: if thou 
dojt not ſpeak to warn the wicked from his way, that 
uncked man ſhall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I 
require al thy hand /— Tremendous charge! There is 
no trfling here without great guilt and great danger. 
And from a ſerious attention to this, my dear brother, 
Jam perſwaded your heart mult leel, a very powerlul 
and ſerious motive to engage you to make as full proof of 
your miniſtry as poſſible, And may we all feel it who 
have taken upon us this great work of watching over the 
eternal intereſts of mankind. It will be dreadful to 
preach the grace of our LORD JESUS CURIST in this 
world, and periſh by his wrath in the next—To publiſh 
the glad tidings of /alovatton to others, and ſuffer the 
pains of eternal damnatzon owr/elves! The very mention 
of it is enough to make us tremble—The Lord of his 
inſinite mercy grant we may none of us be numbered 
with ſuch tranſgreffors ! 

But let us turn our eyes to the more comfortable ſide 
of the proipett belore us, and oblerve, my brother, 

5. And laltly, That iß, by thegrace of God, ever ready to 
help us, you DO make full proof of your.minijlry, your 
emperſec!tons will be gractouſly forgiven, and your reward 
mn{imicly great and glorions. Your imperſections will 
be gracioully lorgiven—You mult be, ſenſible you will, 
after all your beſt endeavours, fall ſhort of perſettion ; 


and 
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and that many ſins will attend your holieſt ſervices, by 
one means or another, a very affecting and diſcouraging 
thought in itfelf. But the Maſter we ſerve knows aur 
frame, and the weakneſs that attends us, and is full of 
compaſſion, and ready to forgive ; not ſtrict to mark 
iniquity, but plenteous in mercy, and delights in the 
exerciſe of it, in favour of all who ſincerely mean to 
know and do his will, repent of their fins, and traſt in 
him.—You may, therefore, depend on his gracious 
goodneſs, to pardon all ſinful imperiettions involunta- 
rily committed, or truly repented of. This is a conſfi- 
deration extreamly encouraging to be diligent, faithſul, 
and unwearicd in our work, And what is Nl more ſo, 
great anll be your reward at laſ} ; though not of debt but 
of grace; and great in proportion to your diligence and 
patience—For if he that gives a cup of cold water to a 
diſciple of Chriſt, as ſuch, ſhall not go without a ſuitable 
recompenſe; great muſt be theirs who take ſerious 
pains to ſupply thirſty ſouls with the waters of eternal 
life and ſalvation. 

The very conſciouſneſs of being an inſtrument in the 
hand of God, of turning ſinners from darkneſs to light, 
from the powers of Satan to CHRIST, ſaving them 
from everlaſting perdition, and leading them to everlaſt- 
ing bleſſedneſs, may afford unutterable delight to a truly 
good mind, even in this world, under all the diſadvan- 
tages that attend us; but infinitely more in the next. 
Accordingly we are told, that they who turn many /o 
righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the flars for ever and ever, — 
What divine and heart-rejoicing pleaſure will it be to 
you, my brother, to find this the caſe with you? What 
pleaſing emotions will it excite in your breaſt at the laſt 
day, to ſee a number of immortal creatures, for whom 
you did, as it were, travail in birth till Chrift was formed 
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in them, rejoicing at his right hand, and owning you as 
the happy inſtrument of their ſalvation ! And with what 
rapturous delight, in that caſe, will your looks of grati- 
tude be diretted to Hi. who graciouſly put this honour 
upon you, and how will thateelight be heightned when 
you hear him ſay Mell done, good and faithful ſervant, 
thou haſt made full proof of thy miniſtry, enter thou into 
tne fulneſs of the joy of thy Lord! 

With ſuch animating proſpects as theſe before you, 
leave it to them who know no better, and have no 
Ingher taſte ol pleaſure, to ſeek the applauſes of men, and 
del:ght themſelves with the wondering ſtare of ignorance, 
and the empty breath of ſenſeleſs praiſe, from their de- 
Inded followers; be it your concern, my worthy friend. 
to cheriſh more exalted ſentiments, more divine and 
ipirnnal feelings, and ſet in the higheſt eſtimation the 
approbation of your conſcience and the plaudit of your 
God. | 

But, ſhould it be that your labours are not attended 
with all the ſucceſs you deſire, be not diſcouraged, your 
labour cannot be in vain whale it is in the Lord. The 
want of ſucceſs is a ſore affliction to all faithful mini- 
fters—But, remember, it is an affliction the beſt and 
greateſt of them have felt. Who hath believed our report, 
cries the great 1/azak ; and the ſtill greater JESUS, though 
he ſpake as never man ſpake, adopts the ſame language for 
the ſame reaſon. But it is an affliction that, with others, 
will work for you an exceeding great and eternal weight 
of glory ; and you will find that they who /ow the divine 
ſeed with tears, at laſt ſhallreap with joy. Chriſt is able 
to open to you new and unexpected ſcenes of delight, 
even ont of this painful circumſtance, ſo that what you 
want in the pleaſures of a more ſucceſsful miniſtry, you 


will find made up to you in the gracious rewards of that 
faith 
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faith and patience which you was enabled to exerciſe 
under the want of ſucceſs. For to all ſucceſsful or un- 
ſucceſsſul miniſters, 2/ /arthful unto death, he has (as to 
all his ſervants) promiſed a crown of (fe, and will moſt 
certainly wake good his word. Thus glorious object he 
holds out to the view of all his diſcouraged and afflicted 
people in general, and his miniſters in particular, to ani- 
mate them in their duty.—And, remember, it 1s a crown 
which he has purchaſed our title to with his moſt preci- 
ous blood, in which lus redeeming love ſhines forth as 
one of 1ts brighteſt jewels, and the glories of which ſhall 
never fade away | 

May you, my dear brother, and may we all, and par- 
ticularly ſuch of us as are fellow-labourers with you in 
the word and dottrine, feel the power of theſe motives, 


and thus making full procf of our miniſtry, finiſh our courſe 
with joy! 
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1 Congratulate you, my honored friends, the mem- 
bers of this religious community, upon the peace- 
ful, unanimous, happy ſettlement of this day! May the 
great Lord and Head of the church, abundantly bleſs 


you, and each of your miniſters who are over you in 


the Lord, and render you mutual bleſſings to one ano- 
ther !—To contribute my part towards the perpetuity 
and increaſe of your felicity, as you have done me the 
honor of deſiring that I would addreſs you upon this 
ſolemn occafion, permit me to recommend to your 
ſerious attention and regard, the exhortation of the ve- 
nerable apoſtle 7okn to his well-beloved Gaius. See 
his 


g EPis. VERSE 11. 


BELOVED, FOLLOW NOT THAT WHICH Is EVIL; 
BUT THAT WHICH IS GOOD. HE THAT DOETH 
GOOD is OF GoD: BUT HE THAT DOETH 
EVIL, HATH NOT SEEN GOD. 


This ſhort, but ſweet and affectionate epiſtle, is ad- 
dreſſed, as I have already intimated, by the venerable, 
amiable apoſtle John, to his well-beloved Gazws.—lIt 


begins with the moſt affeftionate good wiſhes of paſt 
we 2 an 
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and all kind of proſperity. The apoſtle then expreſſes 
His joy at the account he had received from the bre- 
thren of the pious and kind diſpoſition of his friend 
Cams towards them, and exhorts him to cheriſh ſuch 
benevolent affe&ions, and to continue to exerciſe them 
upon every proper occaſion. Beloved, favs the apoſtle, 
thou dreft ,,, whatſoever thou dor} lo the brethren, 

and to firangers ; which have borne witneſs of thy charity 
before the church: whom, if thou b. ing Jo Ya ard ON thor 
journey after a godly fort, thou ſhalt vo well, Becanſe 
that for his name m ſat they went forlh, taking nothing of 
the Gentiles. We therefore ought to receive ſuch, that we 
might be fellew-he!hers to the truth, The apoſtle then 
ſpeaks with a conſidera'le degree of reſentment and 
diſpleaſure, of the very different character and condutt 
of one Dzotrephes. I wrote, ſays the apoſtle, unto the 
church; but DIOTREPHES, who loveth to have the pre- 
eminence among them, receweth us not. Wherefore, if I 
come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating 
againſt us with malicious words, and not content therewith, 
neither doth he himſelf receive the brethren, and ſorbiddeth 
them that would, and caſleth them out of the church. Then 
come in the words firſt read. Beloved, follow not that 
whack ts evil, but that twluch ts good, He that doeth 800d 
rs of God : but he that doeth em hath not ſeen God. 


In theſe words, we have 


I. A very extenſive, weighty exhortation. . Follow, 
not that which ts ci, but that which ty good, 


II. An awakening, important conſideration, | to en- 
ſorce a due attention to it. He that doeth good ts. 
of God : but he that doeth er hath not ſeen Gd. 

pro- 
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propoſe to attend to each of theſe branches of 
the ſubjett in order, and then to cloſe with ſome 
general inprovencnt, 


*% 


I. Let us conſider the exhortation before us. At na- 
turally divides itſelſ into two parts, the negative, and tlie 
faſtti ve. 

1. The negative; follow not that which is evil. 

There is nothing wIuch men are more apt to follow, 
than that which is evil. It has been fo from the degin— 
ning, and it continues fo flill. The whole head is 
lick, and the whole heart faint, Let almoſt any man 
ſet but an example of that which is evil, and he will 
won have a multitude of followers. No doubt, there 
were many in the church to which Diotreplies belonged, 
ready to imitate his haughty, ſelſ- ſufficient, overbearing, 
uncharitable ſpirit. There cannot, therelore, be a more 
necellary or ſuitable exhortation, than not to follow that 
which 1s evil, We are all in danger of following that 
which is evil, and all need to be cautioned again{l it.— 
What we are cautioned againſt is, tat which 25 chi. 
Not only that particular ſpecies of evi] which Drotrephes 
was chargeable with, to which the apoſtle might more 
immedialely refer; but al em in general, every kind of 
evil and every inſtance of evil. —the great ſtandard of. 
moral good and evil is the zl! of God, made known to 
us in his word, and more eſpecially in what we ſtyle his 
law. Whatever is contradictory or repugn-nt to the 
revealed will of God is ev//, whether it reipetts our 
thoughts, our words, or our athons. And this is what 
we are here exhorted not to follow or zmzate.F I hat 
is, however ſuch a man as Dzolrephes may behave him— 
ſelf, and whatever temper he may diſcover, yet il it be 
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evil, do not you nitate him under any pretence what- 
ever. Though you may think him a very extraordinary 
man, that he has more knowledge than any of his bre- 
thren, and is a man of great reltgrong; yet if his temper, 
if his conduet be evil, be conirary to the will and word 
of God, ſee that you do not indulge the like. Beloved, 
follow not that which ts eral, Whoever does that which 
is evil, and how many ſoever may be your temptations 
to it, ſee that you do it not. Follow not that which is 
evil, with reſpeft to your thoughts, Do not indulge 
and cheriſh evil thoughts, evil defires and affettions.— 
Follow not that which is evil with reſpett to your words. 
Take care that you do not {peak unadviſedly with your 
lips, or utter fooliſh things. There are proud words, 
bitter words, perverſe words, raſh, cenſorious, malevo- 
lent, ul-natured, impertinent, lying words; in ſhort, 
there are evil words of all ſorts, as well as evil thoughts; 
all of which we are here exhorted to avoid. And how 
happy would it be were the proſeſſors of religion in ge- 
neral, more circumſpett particularly as to their words 
O what reproach is oſtentimes brought upon religion, 
and what guilt and confuſion upon religious prottſſors, 
by means of evil words! The tongue is a little member, 
as the apoſtle James obſerves, but too often it is a very 
unruly one; an unruly evil, full of deadly poiſon. But, 
ſays the ſame apoſtle, Zames i. 26. If any man 
among you ſeemech to be religious, and bridleth not his 
tongue“ — well, what is the apoſtle's deciſion concern- 
ing ſuch a man? An awſul, alarming one indeed !—For 
he ſays peremptorily, thts man's religion is vain. Too 
many make but little account of their words, and yet 
we are expreſly told, that by our words we ſhall be juſti- 
fied, or by our words we {hall be condemned ; that is, 
gur word; do as much denominate what we are, whe- 


ther 
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ther converted or unconverted, as any thing, ſeeing 
it is out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth ſpeak- 
eth.—Further, follow not that which is evil with res- 
pect to your actions. Whatever others do with whom 
you may be connected, of whom you may entertain a 
high opinion, or to whom you may be under conſi— 
derable obligations; do not you follow that which is 
evil. It is impoſſible that it ſhould be ever 776%“, in 
any circumſtances, 10 do that which is in itlelf wrong, 
Follow not that which is evil in your famzles, in your 
ſhops, in your compting-houſes, in your amuſements, in 
the livelieſt hour of ſocial enjoyment, or when alone. 
As parents, maſters, ſervants, or whatever be your ſta- 
tions, and whatever may be your temptations, follow 
not that which is evil. Be not allured or awed to the 
imitation of evil practices, let who will ſet the exam- 
ple; but with pious 7oſhua learn rather to ſay, As 
for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord.” Let 

us now conſider 
2. The poſitive part of the exhortation; but Jollow 
that which 15 good, —Now that which is good, is that 
which is agreeable to the mind and will of God, and 
conduces to our real good or happineſs. And the Lord 
hath /hewed unto us what ig good, and what it is which 
he requireth of us, which is to do juſtly, to love mer- 
cy, and to walk humbly with our God. This may be 
conſidered therefore as the ſum of what is here recom- 
mended to us by the apoſtle. For though he might more 
immediately, refer to a particular ſpecies of good. in 
oppoſition to that evil which was ſo apparent in the 
temper and conduct of Dzotrephes, yet there is no rea- 
ſon at all to reſtrain the exhortation, nor can there be 
any doubt, that as on the one hand we ſhould not l. 
low that which is evil, ſo on the other we ſhould follow 
that, 
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that, and al! that which is good. —Here I, might ſhew 
how jailly our duty in all its branches, or that which 
Gol requireth of us, may be flyled good. It would be 
ealy to prove, that it is good for our bodies, good for 
our fouls, good as to this world, and good as to that 
which 1s to come. Bodily exerciſe ſays the apoſtle 
Pau! to Timothy, profiteth little, but godline/ſs is pro- 


fitable unto all things, having the promiſc of the life that 


now 2s, and of that which is to come, Godlineſs with 
Conteritinent, 15 GREAT GIN. Now the exhortation 
is with reſpett to every thing that is govd, follow it, 
be found in the practice of it. For inſtance, follow 
alter or endeavor to have, good thoughts, good deſires 
and aflettions. Read God's word, meditate upon it, 
and read other pious books which may have a tenden- 
cy to raiſe and quicken ſpiritual thoughts and afſections 
within you. Allow yourſelves time 7 relire and think, 
Attend God's houſe, converle with his people, and in 
every wav you can follow after good thoughts. The 
thoughts it is true are not abſolutely at our command; 
but they are more ſo than we are aware, and we {ſhould 
find them ſo were we fnore attentive to them, and more 
concerned to ule every method in our power to have 
good thoughts prevail in our hearts. It is, I am afraid, 
too common for perſons to complain of bad thoughts, 
without taking any proper meaſures to have thoſe 
which are good. My dear friends, do you expect to 
reap without ſowing ? It is tempting God. How ſhould 
you have your thoughts and affettions good, when per- 
haps you will:ngly go on from week to week, yea poſ- 
ſibly from year to year, in a round of hurry and diſh- 
pation, never allowing yourſelves /zme to think of ſpi- 
ritual thirgs, or endeavoring to enable yourſelves to 
think upon them with any freedom or pleaſure, The 
mind 
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mind requires feeding as well as the body, and healthy 
lood, with the divine bleiling, will make a healthy 
foul. Would you then have your thoughts habitually 
good, do then as good men have always done, Jane ca- 
ſures accordingly. Read and think of God and Chritt 
and heaven, and the precepts and promiſes of the bible. 
It is in not without the ule of means we may hope to 
attain the end. In like manner, puriuing the order 
brit laid down, follow that which is good with reſpect 
to your rd. Speech is a noble faculty; what a pity 
it is, that it ſhould be ſo debaied, and employed for 
ſuch ignoble purpoſes as it too olten is! How hap- 
py would it be, did the profeſſors of religion always fol- 
low in this reſpect that wiuch is good Now that which 
is good with reſpect to our words, is that which is true, 
that which is u/e/ul, that which is good to the uſe of 
edifying. And this we are to follow, to imitate, to 
purſue. Let your ſpeech, ſays the apoſtole to the Coloſ- 
ſians, ch. 4- ver. 6, be always with grace, ſeaſoned with 
alt! And were chriſtians, when they meet together, 
to be more careful than they generally are as to their 
converſation, how amiable would it be! If we do ſpeak 
that which is rue, (and ſtrange chriſtians we mult be 
indeed if we do not,) yet if our converſation be al- 
ways frothy, vain, brivial, cenſorious, impertinent, and 
in no reſpett adapted to the uſe of edifying, what a 
reproach is it to our ſacred profeſſion ! Men of buſi- 
neſs ſeldom are long together without ſaying ſome- 
thing or other about trade, nor men of pleaſure with- 
out diſcourſing of their various amuſements; and 
ſtrange it is that chriſtians can ſo frequently meet to- 
gether as they do without ſaying one word about their 
God and Savior, one word of a religious nature. This 
is the more alletting to a {crious conſiderate mind, and 

leems 
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ſeems to wear a more melancholy aſpect as to the ſtate 
of vital religion, becauſe it is well known that out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh, and 
where our treaſure is, whether it be on earth or in hea- 
ven, there w:/l our hearts be alſo. May the Lord then 
help us, my friends, to be in this reſpett more than we 
have ever yet been, followers of that which is good! 
—And further, let us follow that which is good with re- 
ſpect to our aftons, Here, I might enter at large upon 
the conſideration. of thoſe duties which are incumbent 
upon proſeſſing chriſtians, with reſpett particularly to 
their miniſters. And we are, you are ſenſible my 
brethrep, exhorted to know them that have the rule 
over us, to eſteem them very highly in love for their 
work's-/ake, to give diligent heed to the things ſpoken 
by them, to provide comfortably for them, and to do 
every thing in our power to ſtrengthen their hands, and 
encourage and animate their hearts in the work in 
which they are engaged. The apoſtle Paul ſays, that 
the Lord hath ordained, that they which preach the 
goſpel, ſhould live of the goſpel. And if ſo, then the 
Lord hath ordained that thoſe to whom they preach 
the goſpel, ſhould enable them to live. Nor will you 
my friends, I am perſuaded, be wanting in thrs expre/- 
ſion of love to your miniſters, nor, I would hope, in 
any other. But above all, you will, I am confident, 
moſt effettually animate and ſtrengthen your miniſters 
in their work, if in your whole deportment you are en- 
abled to adorn the chriſtian character. Inflead there- 
fore of enlarging further on the duties you more imme- 
viately owe to your miniſters, I would rather take this 
opportunity of earneſtly exhorting you to the fulfill- 
ment of the duties of the chriſttan profeſſion in general. 
—Let me then ſay, —in private life, and in public life, 
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in the reſpective ſtations in which you are or may be 
placed, in common, and in more ſacred and ſpecial acti- 
ons, follow that which is good. See that you do Jujtly, 
rendering to all that which 1s right, tribute to whom tri- 
bute, cuſlom to whom cuſtom, fear to whom ſear ; ren- 
dering, in ſhort, to Cefar the things that are (a/ar's, and 
to GoD the things that are Gop's. And not only do 
Juitly, but let it appear from your kind and benevolent 
behavior towards thoſe that may be in dittrels, and 
ſtand in need of your aſſiſtance, that you love mercy ; 
that you are pleaſed to have an opportunity of ſhewing 
compaſſion, ſo ſar from being reluttant to embrace it. 
And finally, let it be your principal concern, in the uſe 
of all appointed means, to walk humbly with your Md. 
Communion with God is the very liſe and happineſs of 
the renewed ſoul, And the language of God's word, 
and the language of experience is. Draw nigh to God, 
and he will draw nigh to you.” And yet alas! how in- 
different are we too often about even communion with 
God! How eaſily diverted from thoſe religious exer- 
ciſes in which we may hope to meet with our God, and 
receive a bleſſing from him! How little is there of a 
ſollowing after God, or, in ſhort, aſter any thing that is 
good ! Iniquity abounds, and the love of many waxes 
cold. There are evil doers in abundance, and too many 
of all ſorts, young and old, rich and poor, are ready to 

follow their example ; but doers of that which is good 
there are but few, and it is but one here and there that 
ſeems diſpoſed to imitate them. The exhortation before 
us, however, is not to follow that which is evil, but that 
which is good. That 1s, upon the whole, to think of 
and prattiſe whatſoever things are juſt, honeſt, lovely, 

and of good report. To follow, to copy, to imitate in 
all we converſe with, or with whom we are in any re— 


E ſpect 


D 34 ] 


ſpea connected, not that which is evi, but that which is 


good. And was this to be the caſe in general amongſt the 


profeſſors of religion, O how amiable would religion ap- 
pear, and how truly venerable would the proſeſſors of 
it be!—But alas! how ſew are there like Gaius and 
Demetrius; and how many of the temper and charatter 
of the proud overbearing Diotrephes ! 

But my brethren, what will it avail to any of us, to 
have a name to live, if we are at the ſame time ſpiritu- 
ally dead? To be profeſſors of religion if we are not 
pofſeſſors of it? What is the chaf, to the wheat? ſaith 
the Lord of hoſts. Be not deceived, God 1s not mock- 
ed. But this leads me to attend, 


II. To the awakening and important conſideration by 
which the exhortation before us is inforced. He that 


doeth good ts of God; but he that doeth evil hath not 


ſeen. God. —The apoſtle you ſee ciiis the matter very 


ſhort, and is exceedingly. abſolute. and peremptory in 
what he ſays. The Lord grant we * pay due atten- 
tion to it! 

1. He that doeth good is of God. us: is born of God, 
he 18 a child of God, he belongs to God, he 1s inter- 
eſted in the love of God, and ſhall dwell with him for 
ever. The apoſtle doth not ſay, he that doeth good is 
entitled on that account to the favor of God, as though 
he made good works the foundation, of our acceptance 
in the ſight of God. No; the apoſtle leads us to the 
love, the free love of God, as the ſpring of all our privi- 
leges and hopes. Behold, ſays he, what manner of love 
the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called 
the ſons of God! 1 John iii. 1. And he leads us to 
Chriſt as the merilorious procuring cauſe of pardon, and 
of vey other bleſſing connected with it, See 1 John 


i. 7. 
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i. 7. The blood of Jeſus Chrift his Son cleanſei us from 
all n. And chap. ad. ver. 2d. And he ts the propitiation 
for our ſins, But the queſtion is, Is there or is there 
not a difference, an eſſential difference, betwixt thoſe 
who are evidently united to Chriſt, and intereſted in 
the love of God through him, and thoſe who are 
not? And if there is a difference, what is that dif- 
ference, and wherein does it conſiſt ? Now that there is 
a diflerence betwixt the regenerate and the unregene- 
rate, the pious and profane, a very important one, 
cannot be denied; and it is equally evident, that this 
difference conſiſts, upon the whole, in this: the one 
have, the others have not the image and ſuperſcription of 
Chriſt upon them. The difference betwixt thoſe who 
are Chriſtians or united to Chriſt, and thoſe who are 
not, is not that the one are rich, the others poor; the 
one learned, the others unlearned; the one of this de- 
nomination, the others of that; the one of this way of 
thinking preciſely, and the others of another. No, no; 
theſe diſtinctions are quite of a ſecondary and ſubordi- 
nate nature, and we can judge nothing from them ab/o- 
lutely, in my opinion, one way or another. The grand 
difference betwixt thoſe that really are, and thoſe that 
really are not Chriſtians, whatever they may be called 
or eſleemed by their fellow-creatures, is this, The one 
are renewed, the others are not renewed ; the one are 
holy, the others are unholy; or, to keep ſtrictly to the 
phraſe in our text, the one do good, the others do evil. — 
The Chriſtian, the real Chriſtian, is one that doeth good. 
One that not only profeſſes to receive and believe the 
good word of God, but by divine grace ads accordingly. 
He is (ai ] a good doer. This is his leading 
character. He is a new creature, and new particularly 


in this reſpect, his old evil courſes are done away, and 
E 2 behold 
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beliold all things ate become new ! Not as though he 
was perfect, and did nothing but what is good; for in 


many things we oflend all. But he loves that which is 


good, and in a prevailing manner, and according to his 
circumſtances and abilities, he does that which is good. 
Aud to guard any againit that falſe, deceitſul, and ex- 
ceedingly pernicious notion, that a man that is not @ 
doer of that which is good, may yet be a good or con- 
verted man, we have the followiny remarkable caution. 
1 John iii. 7. Little children, let no man deceive you, he 
that doeth reghteouſneſs ts righteous even as he, that is 
Chrift, z sies. Yea, fired with an holy indigna- 
tion at the very thought of the ſhocking infult that is 
hereby oflered to the religion of the holy Jeſus, his dear 
maſter, he ſcruples not to uſe the following ſevere ex— 
preſſions. He that jaith, I know him, and keepeth not 
his commandments, is a LY AR, and the truth is not in him, 
1 John ii. 44 As though he had ſaid; does the man of 
an habitually immoral wicked liſe, or that lives in the 
known open negl-&t of the divine commandments, dare 
to ſav he knows Chriſt, and is ſavingly imereſted in 
him) Whoever he be, I dare pronounce him a lyar ; 
and do thus ſolemnly declare, that the truth is not in 
him. That man, and that man alone, who hath ſo taſted 
that the Lord is gracious, and fo ſelt the power of the 
ſpirit of liſe in Chriſt Jeſus upon his heart, as to be 
quickened thereby to the love and to the practice of 
that which is good; ] repeat it, that man, and that 
man alone, 18 of God. No others, you may depend 
upon it, {hall be owned of him as his children, in that 
awful day, when we hall be all judged, and our difler- 
ent characters made to appear, according to the dred's 
done in the body, whether they be good, or whether 
they be evil. He that doeth' good is of God. O that 
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this ſhort, but weighty and important ſentence, may fin 
deep into my heart and your's! How dreadful will 
it be ſhould any of us at laſt appcar to be only tell- 
deceivers! And yet ſuch, if we are not indeed in a 
prevailing manner doers of that winch 1s good, we 
moſt certainly are. Let us then ſearch and try our 
ways, and beg of God to ſearch and try us. It we arc 
ſtrangers to praclical religion, we are flrangers to 
all zrue religion, and are in the gall of bitternels and in 
the bond of iniquity. Whatever impreſſions have been 
made upon us, and whatever we may have experienced 
or think we have experienced, yet ſtill, if we have ne- 
ver been brought to the hearty love and habitual prat- 
{ice of that which is good, we are aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the covenants 
of promiſe. He that doeth good, and he only, 1s of 
God. And to be of God, to belong to Him, to be put 
amongſt the children, O what a privilege, what a 
mercy ! How thankful ſhould we be, if we have any 
reaſon to hope this happineſs is ours! 

But as he that doeth good is of God, ſo in the 

2d place. He that doeth evil hath not ſeen God.— 
The (,azoruzy,) the evil doer, the apoſtle obſerves, 
hath not ſeen God.—By the evil-doer, we are not to 
underſtand every one that doth evil, for there 1s not a 
juſt man upon earth that liveth and /anneth not, no, nos 
one; but by the evil-doer we are to underſtand an habz- 
{ual evil-doer, one that does not concern himſelf abous 
that which 1s good, but rather gives himſelf up, accord- 
ig to his particular taſte, to work iniquity of one kind 
or another with greedineſs and delight. Now the apoſ- 


_ tle ſays of ſuch a man, he hath not ſcen God. The ex- 


preſſions are remarkable, and the amount of them is 
this ;—he is not a converted man. The natural or un- 
converted 
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converted man it 1s ſaid cannot know, that is whilſt he 

1s unconverted, the things of the Spirit of God, becauſe 

they are ſhiritually diſcerned, Now here, in the ſame 

ſtrain, the apoſtle ſays of an habitual worker of ini- 

quity, he hath not cen God. That is, he has never 

had a ſpiritual view of him, has never ſeen his excel- 

lency, his glory, his amiableneſs, ſo as to deſire to be 

conformed to him; has never ſeen him with an en- 

lightened mind, but makes it evidently appear that he 

is a ſtranger to him, and has no part nor lot in him. 
So far is ſuch a perſon ſrom being of God, or belonging 

to him, whatever he may ignorantly pretend, that it is 
plain he has never cen him, never had a juſt, a ſpiri- 
tual view of him. What is it but a ſpiritual t of | 
God, a ſight of his glory, eſpecially as it is amiably 
1 exhibited in the »perſon of his dear Son, that be- | 
| gets in us a hatred of ſin, and a zeal for holineſs ? 
Where-this hatred and zeal therefore are wanting, it 
is a demonſtration that this ſpiritual ſight of God hath 
never been enjoyed. 

Good works you ſee then, though very far from 
being in any reſpett the ground or meritor ious cauſe of 
our ſalvation, yet are the invariable fruit of divine 
grace in the hearts and lives of the people of God, and 
the necef/ary evidence of our intereſt in the great goſpel 
ſalvation. Would to God therefore that we, my bre- 
thren, whilſt we dare not boaſt of our good works, 
which diſcovers a lamentable degree of pride and igno- 
rance, may yet be enabled more than ever to abound 
in the practice of them, ever following not that which 
is evil, but that which is good ! He that doeth good 1s 
of God ; but he that doeth evil hath not ſeen God. 

And now, my dear friends, let us all ſolemnly aſk | 
eurſclyes, whole image and ſuperſcription do we bear? | il 


— — 0 
— 


Are 


* Quas — : wn * . yon 3 — Pune —_— 
re a 


1 


L 39 ] 


— Are we of God, or are we not? You have heard 
what ſort of perſons thoſe are who are of God; are 
you, through rich grace, or are you not of this num- 
ber? Amidſt all your many unattowed and lamented 
infirmities, can you or can you not ſay, you are lovers 
and doers in a meaſure, and deſire to be more ſo, of 
that which is good ? Hath the grace of God reached 
your hearts, or hath it not? Are you the ſervants of 
God, or the ſervants of fin? —Theſe are queſtions, 
Sirs, of the laſt importance : God grant we may all be 
enabled to return ſatisfactory anſwers to them! 

Are you of God? Yes, I hope you are. You are 
profeſſedly fo, and I would hope you are really ſo. O 
how great your happineſs, and how great ought to be 
your 'thankfulneſs Are you of God? It is by the 
grace of God you are what you are.—Are you of God? 
You ſhall then in due time be with God. He will keep 
you by his mighty power, through faith, unto ſalvation! 
He will guide you by his counſel, and afterward receive 
you to glory.—Are you of God? O love him then, 
truſt in him, and follow hard after him! And 
when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, may you and 
your miniſters jointly receive, a crown of glory which 
fadeth not away ! 

But are there any in this numerous aſſembly, who 
have never ſeen God, but are ſtrangers to him and the 
way of ſalvation he hath ordained in and through his 
dear Son? Permit me, before I cloſe, to ſay a word or 
two to perſons of this character.— O what deplorable 


circumſtances, ſinners, you are in! Have you never 
ſeen God, ſeen him as he is revealed in the goſpel, ſeen 


him as a reconciled God through Jeſus Chriſt! Then 

you can have no hope in him. And to be without 

hope, hope in God, what can be conceived of more 
deplorable ! 
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deplorable ! O ſinners, however contented you may live 
without God now, what muſt be your agony and dif. 
treſs when you ſhall be baniſhed from God hereafter ! 
When you {hall be commauded to depart into everlaſt- 
ing burnings, with the devil and his angels for ever! I 
am diftrefled for you. I tremble to think, ſhould you 
continue in the ſtate in which you now are, what will 
moſt alluredly become of you. Think, O think upon 
your ways e'cr it be too late, and may the Lord help 
you effettually to turn your feet unto his teſtimonies ! 
O that vou may be brought to the foot of the throne — 
ol grace, there with penitent hearts humbly to cry out, 
God be mercilul to us ſinners! Turn us, and we {hall 
be turned ! 


| | Tut END. 
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Page 5. line 6. for devoteſt, read devout.---P. 17. J. 12. from 
the bottom, for keep read help.---P, 2 1. I. 10. from the bottom, 
for may read muſt.---P. 22. l. 4. from the bottom, for ſcenes read 
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